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OCWIP Project Update: Since September, the list of sampling

locations created by the Watershed Improvement Committee

(WIC) has been approved by the Arizona Department of

Environmental Quality (ADEQ) and our Oak Creek Watershed

Improvement Plan (OCWIP) Volunteers are working their way

south along Oak Creek taking samples in designated areas. The

samples are then analyzed in a laboratory. Inclement weather,

and various time challenges, have all contributed to the pace of

project progress but our Volunteers are doing an outstanding job and their efforts are very

much appreciated. Thank you, Chris Jensen, Gail Clement, Jake Magura, Jeff Fergen, Jo

Kontzer, Judy Lewis, Rajani Maharjan, Rose Marie Licher and Shawn Martin.

<<<<<<<We are pleased to announce that Charles Ester

(SRP) has been elected as Chairman of the Oak Creek

Watershed Council for 2011, and Kurt Harris (ADOT),

Vice Chairman. Oak Creek Canyon residents, Judy

Lewis will serve as Secretary-Treasurer, and Barry

Allan will continue as Executive Director. >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

New members to the Board of Directors include Morgan Stine (Canyon Services, Inc.), Josh

Myers (Yavapai County Development Services) and Cindy Dunn (AG&F Page Springs Hatchery).

Other Board members include Canyon resident Jim Sandoval, and Sedona residents, David Tracy

and Nancy Scagnelli. All Directors serve for a three year term. On behalf of the membership,

Charlie Ester expresses his appreciation for the outstanding efforts of outgoing Board

members Rex Bergamini (EcoRx), Lee Luedeker (Arizona Game & Fish) and Charles Mosley (City

Engineer, Sedona) all of whom will remain active in Council activities.

The Year of the Volunteer – 2011: Volunteering is defined as the “practice of people working

on behalf of others, or a particular cause, without payment for their time and services.”

Volunteering takes many forms and is performed by a wide range of people but those working



with the Oak Creek Watershed Council are Environmental Volunteers because they contribute

towards environmental management.

Our Volunteers specialize in a range of activities that are designed to protect and restore the

integrity of Oak Creek including sampling and monitoring for water quality, water conservation,

litter and trash removal, and educating others about the watershed environment. In the future,

we envision partnering with state and federal agencies in ecological restoration activities such

as re-vegetation and weed removal in areas of the Oak Creek corridor.

Judy Lewis & Jim Sandoval, Managing Directors,

Keep Oak Creek Beautiful Program >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

While our Volunteers share a common cause and purpose,

they also volunteer for their own skill development, to meet

others, to make contacts for possible employment, to have

fun, and a variety of other reasons.

We’re going to look into the heart and soul of our Volunteers in 2011, and ask them to tell us

what they feel? Why they give their time and effort for the benefit of the watershed and

those who reside in it, or visit it? How important is it there is an Oak Creek legacy for their

children’s children? What is it they want to contribute to that legacy? Who they are, and why

they want to help make a difference? Watch for our article in Spring of 2011.

To all those who volunteer in our projects and programs, we salute you, and thank you very much

for your individual and collective efforts. You are very much appreciated.

************************************************************************************

“Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; they just have the heart.” –Elizabeth Andrew

************************************************************************************

After two years of discussion and planning, the Oak Creek Watershed Council, in partnership

with the University of Arizona Cooperative Extension, is sponsoring a Master Watershed

Steward (MWS) Program starting on March 3rd, 2011. Twelve classes will be held weekly on

Thursday afternoons from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. in the Keep Sedona Beautiful Pushmataha Center, 360

Brewer Road in Sedona. An additional four classes will be all-day field trips. The course is a

nominal $95 and concludes on June 16th, 2011. Course information is available on our website at

http://www.oakcreekwatershed.org/MWS-Course-Outline.pdf and answers to frequently asked

questions at http://oakcreekwatershed.org/MWS_ProgramFAQ.pdf

http://www.oakcreekwatershed.org/MWS-Course-Outline.pdf
http://oakcreekwatershed.org/MWS_ProgramFAQ.pdf


Applications are coming in daily, but there is still space available although the class is limited to

24 participants. If you are interested, email me a note including your address and telephone

number to barry@oakcreekwatershed.org at your earliest convenience, or call (928) 554-5460.

The Master Watershed Steward Program will be the cornerstone of our group’s celebration of

The Year of the Volunteer – 2011. Funding for the Program is provided by the U.S.

Environmental Protection Agency under the Clean Water Act and the Arizona Department of

Environmental Quality's Water Quality Division.

************************************************************************************

“It’s easy to make a buck. It’s a lot tougher to make a difference.” -Tom Brokaw

************************************** **********************************************

On a Personal Note: A watershed resident recently wrote to me that he saw a neighbor had

dumped a lot of trash into the Oak Creek floodway. The neighbor openly expressed that he

thought this was okay, as well as justified, and that it has been done by many others in the past.

Well, it’s NOT “okay” and could be a class 2 misdemeanor, but that aside, whatever happened to

common sense? Apart from toxic chemicals that are hazardous to human and wildlife health,

fecal contamination of Oak Creek can be caused by wildlife attracted to the garbage.

By rule, Oak Creek is an “Outstanding Arizona Water” (OAW). As

such, Oak Creek is protected as a Tier 3 water under Arizona

Administrative Code R18-111-07.D Antidegradation which states,

“Tier 3: Existing water quality shall be maintained and protected

in a surface water that is classified as an OAW under R18-11-112.

Degradation of an OAW under subsection (C) is prohibited.”

Local law enforcement and criminal investigators have the option

of citing, A.R.S. § 49-791(B) which makes it a class 2 misdemeanor

to dump or dispose of solid waste in violation of Title 49, Chapter

4, Article 4.

Coconino County Environmental Services (928) 679-8750 has the authority to investigate illegal

dumping of solid waste or environmental nuisances including refuse, rubbish, demolition or

construction debris, trash, garbage, motor vehicles, appliances, or tires. In Yavapai County,

report illegal trash dumping to Yavapai County Development Services, Environmental Unit (928)

639-8151, or local law enforcement. Oak Creek is impaired, and we all must work together to

restore its integrity. That’s a given, or it will not happen. Thank you for your support, and...

Happy Holidays from the Oak Creek Watershed Council… Barry Allan, Executive Director
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